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  July Newsletter 
July is a little bit like June just colder and gives you a feeling of being in the midst of winter 
grip. It’s kinda wet and cold and I have been telling myself there is really not that much to 
do in the garden and then I went for a walk around the place, and already I can see I need 
to plant more strawberries, more blueberries and there are a few more weeds to pull up. I 
need to prune and spray my roses and fruit trees, then there is the messy corner that really 
needs to be dug up and completely weeded once and for all and then replanted. I need 
two big tree stumps removed to make way for my long-awaited tunnel house – what fun! 
There is now a big list of things to do in July! What happened to the July where I can glance 
“smuggly” over my “estate” with a nice glass of Pinot Noir and think there is nothing to do 
out there until spring …and glance back to Netflix…unfortunately none of that and so I’m 
back out there (must admit it was a bit of a shock); it has taught me not to turn my back 
on July ever again! 
So here I am looking around, with my list, looking for some warmth and my attention turns 
to my compost. It can sometimes be hard to get the balance right of what to put in it – The 
rule of thumb 50% nitrogen rich green material (lawn clippings, weeds, spent vege crops 
and the like) and 50% carbon-rich brown material (straw, untreated sawdust, cardboard, 
and pencil thin prunings) I also add horse manure and occasionally hydrated lime that 
helps speed up the composting process. It is very satisfying spreading your own home made  
compost. 
So back to strawberries. Did you know the coldest months of the year are when strawberry 
plants are initiating fruiting buds for the upcoming season? The cold temperatures trigger 
the development of the fruit buds. This is one of the main reasons strawberries are planted 
over winter, to maximise the fruiting capacity. For existing strawberry beds, remove any 
runners and pluck off all dead-looking leaves, replenish the soil with compost and some 
seaweed fertilizer and tuck new layer of pea straw around each plant. 

Asparagus crowns should be in this month so now is a good time to get a new bed ready 
with lots of rich organic matter and straw. 
Existing beds should be tided up, cut down all dead “ferns” and feed with sheep pellets 
and/or seaweed pellets, and place pea straw on top. 

 
In Store Now 

• Vege seedlings galore; Beetroot, Broccoli, Cabbages, Pak choy, Celery, Coriander, 
Kale, Lettuces, Parsley, Silver beet, Spinach and perpetual Spinach in stock. 

• Flowering Bedding seedlings: Pansies, Primulas, Primroses, Sweet Peas and Violas to 
name a few 

• Great range of potted colour – such a good way to brighten up the winter garden 
and your pots 
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Coming in this month 

• Gladioli bulbs, Dahlias, Lilies and Paeonies 
• Fruit trees: Apples, Apricots, Peaches, Pears, Plums, and more 

 
Roses, Roses, Roses 
 Now is the time to plant them, we have many varieties, new ones, old ones, white 
 ones and yellow ones plus lots more. Come take a browse at our display.  

The little Market 
• We have some potted up mini irises coming in this month, they were very popular 

last year. 
• There are larger grade Bird of Paradise, some yellow daisies, scented mini 

Cyclamen, Geraniums and a few Spider plants. 
• Have a look at the Lady Di Pandora climbers; they have beautiful tunnel-shaped 

white flowers with a lemon flush throat. 
• Nikau palms and a few Dracaena Draco plants that are great for some dramatic 

landscaping. 
• Strawberries galore, get them in the ground or pots. There are two varieties, Pajero 

and Camarosa. Both very tasty and prolific 
• There was no sign of the little dog today….although I notice a small note that said 

“Gone Fishing”, he is having that July!! 
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Caring for Citrus 
• Choose a warm sheltered spot 
• Good drainage is essential 
• Take care not to bury the graft when planting 
• Beware of frost, particulary on young trees. Protect with frost cloth. 
• If planting in containers, choose a pot that is not too big for the rootball of your new 

tree, maybe twice the size of your tree. You can get away with a large pot if your 
new tree is a few years old. 

• Take special care to water and feed reguarly – poor fruiting can be the result of 
erratic water supply – feed often 

• Remove fruit from young trees to promote strong growth 
And when you have lots of lovely lemons try this 

 

Sticky Lemon Slice 
Base  
225gms softened butter 
½ cup icing sugar 
2 cups plain flour 
 

 
 
                     

Preheat oven to 170 degrees. 
Beat the butter and icing sugar until pale and creamy, either with a cake mixer or in a 
food processor. Mix in the flour. 
Press the dough into a 20cm x 30cm slice pan. Bake for 15mins, then remove from oven. 
While the base is cooling, make the topping. 
Beat the sugar and eggs together until pale and creamy; add sifted flour and baking 
powder, lemon rind and juice. Mix together. 
Pour the mixture on top of the base, then return it to the oven and bake for a further 30-
35mins or until golden in colour and firm to touch. Cool in the tin, then dust with icing 
sugar and cut into squares. Transfer to an airtight container when cool. Makes 20 pieces. 

 

Pea Straw 
This mulch is great for your vege beds. Dig in before you plant. It keeps the weeds down 
and helps retain moisture when using as a mulch around shrubs, trees and perennial 
borders. Pea straw adds nitrogen to the ground so unlike other bark-based mulches you 
do not need to add blood and bone to avoid nitrogen being sapped from the soil. 
Do not leave it too long to purchase your pea straw, it is very popular, and stocks can be 
limited. 

Topping 
¾ cup sugar 
2 eggs 
2 Tlbs plain flour 
1 tsp baking powder 
Finely grated zest of 2 lemons 
1/3 cup lemon juice 
Icing sugar to dust 
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Clivia 
We have a very unusual Clivia gardenia N Gnome Yellow.  
It has smaller tube-shaped flowers of orange tipped with green 
Very different from other Clivias and grows to about 60cm 
and is clump forming. Prefers dapple shade outdoors and 
as with all Clivias, avoid frost. 

 
 
Cymbidium Orchids 
We have a selection of Cymbidiums in a range of colours. These are very easy to grow, 
can be put outside in the warmer months, ideally under trees so they do not get sunburnt, 
but you need to keep up the watering and feeding. One of the main reasons orchids do 
not re flower is they do not get enough food. 
Use a well-balanced liquid concentrate food to add to your watering can, just follow the 
instruction on the packet. 
Never pot orchids in general potting mix, always use a proper orchid mix, which is a bark 
based, very free draining medium, as Cymbidiums are semi-epiphytic (a plant that grows 
upon another plant). 
 
Miniature Cymbidiums make great indoor plants because of their compact growth. The 
flower spikes last quite a few weeks on the plant, opening slowly from bottom to top. 
Once all the flowers are open, you can leave on the plant for about 6-8 weeks before 
removing the whole stem to help the plant put more energy back into itself to product 
more flowers for next season. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Love your Garden  

 

 

 


